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Wave of school threats shocks U.S.

From an Associated Press story
March 8, 2001

A loaded handgun in a

kindergarten class. A revolver

with a sawed-off barrel in a e e
middle school. Hit lists in high '535}" field, OF
school. Even boasts that the '
Columbine massacre was mere

SCHOOL SHOOTINGS

hit. Marriz Townzhip, Wl
.Februarg.r29. 2000

_ "Edinboro, PA
child’s play. =Olivehurst, CA - Aplrli-i 2%?1938
Fay 1, 1992 aducah, Ky
Ever since Charles Andrew Littleton, CO — T
. . April 20, 1889 jonechara, AR mGraysan, K
Williams allegedly killed two ??ﬁféf; 1'25*«2]01 March 24, 1992 January 18, 1993
classmates and wounded 13 othe " Sartee, CA Fart Gibson, OKE el
o . hdarch 5 2001 December &, 1959 .
Monday at his high school in | Cajon. Ca "Conyers, 64
suburban San Diego, parents and Maroh 22 200%ap e ming, g N
g Howvember 19, 1993 =paarl, WS
educators have witnessed a rash Oectober 1, 1997
school-related threats. A
. . La:e'Wiorth, FL
The schools in question can be S Way 26, 2000
mdetmel

public and private. They can be
elementary, middle or high. The
children can be boys or girls,
popular or outcast. The reports
keep coming in.

February 19, 1997

the California School for the a classmate in the shoulder at
Deaf, have been detained since their parochial school in
Tuesday for threatening teachers Williamsport on Wednesday.

Graphic from cnn.com

- In Pennsylvania, a 14-year-old Philadelphia before being taken
- In California alone, 16 students, girl was charged with attempted
including three teens who attend homicide after allegedly shooting

into custody.

- In Michigan, police arrested a
17-year-old girl accused of talking
some middle school students into
delivering a false bomb threat to

and students or bringing weaponsand a 12-year-old student of the authorities. The teen gave a note

on campus. Thomas Morton Elementary

to three children Tuesday at a

Among them was a 15-year-old School in southwest Philadelphia playground next to the school and
Perris High School student who was arrested Wednesday after a told them to bring it to the

was led off in handcuffs .22-caliber pistol was allegedly
Wednesday when he boasted thatffound in his possession.

he could outdo the massacre of On Monday, an 8-year-old boy
15, including two teen gunmen, atarmed with a loaded handgun
Columbine High School in threatened a “bloodbath” in the
Littleton, Colo., in 1999. Henry C. Lea School in west

sheriff's office.

- In lowa, a 15-year-old
Assumption High School student
was arrested Wednesday after
threatening to get a gun and shoot
everyone in the school, Davenport

Continued on page 2
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Gunman Arrested After Threatening
to Kill Self in Duke U. President’s Office

By JULIANNE BASINGER, The Chronicle of Higher Education
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incident, EIm Grove police said. arrested for making threats to community, to recognize the

- In Texas, a high school shoot classmates who ridiculed causes of these problems and
freshman found with a hit list of him; and a 13-year-old girl was  violent outbreaks. It is also
pupils he reportedly wanted to kill &rrested after a bomb threat was imperative for us to address this

was expelled from Harlingen left on an answering machine problem at its roots—in the homes
High School. The letter suggestedTuesday night. and in society at large.

the boy wanted to commit the In light of these and similar We should attempt to be

same attack as the shooter in Sarincidents in our schools today, it proactive, rather than reactive, in
Diego. is important for us to recognize  curbing the growing trends of

- In Arizona, three students were the nature and magnitude of the violence in our education system
arrested Wednesday: An eighth- Problem facing today’s educators today.

grader was accused of threateningnd youth. The quest for a better and safer
to bring a gun to school to shoot It is important for all of us, as for tomorrow for our youth needs
sixth-graders; a 13-year-old was responsible members of the to begin today.
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Predicting Workplace Violence

New job-applicant test reveals ‘desk rage’ aggression, hostility

From www.healthscout.com

SUNDAY, Feb. 11 (HealthScout) — There’s a new Sample question

stealth weapon in the war on workplace violence: A
20-minute mUltiple-ChOice test designed to weed olit American cars have gotten better in the last 15

job candidates who are prone to devastating years. American car-makers started to build
outbursts of “desk rage.” “Desk rage” is the work better cars when they began to lose business|to
world’s equivalent of road rage, and this test — the Japanese. Many American buyers thought
developed by two industrial psychologists at the that foreign cars were better made. Which of
University of Tennessee in Knoxville — is dngUisej the fo||owing is the most |ogica| conclusion

as a series of reasoning questions that actually based on the above?

reveals whether someone is hostile and aggressive. a) America was the world's largest producer ¢
“There are tons of personality tests out there, and | aijrplanes 15 years ago.

most are geared to self-description, asking people
‘Do you have a bad temper?’ or ‘Do you feel you gé¢t
mistreated a lot?’ People will fake ‘em,” says )
Michael Mcintyre, who spent eight years developin c) The Ja_lpz_inese knew more than Americans
the test with his colleague, Larry James. “We go about building good cars 15 years ago.

after unconscious decision-making, which is a much d) American car-makers built cars to wear ouf
better predictor of what people will do.” 15 years ago, so they could make a lot of

Hostile people see mistreatment and unfairmess al| Money selling parts. [The aggressive answer |s

around them, Mcintyre and James say, so the D. I(;'S basecEI)on the alggressw_e _perso?’s )
strategies such people use to reach logical tendency to be cynical or suspicious of other

conclusions and solve problems will clearly differ | PEOPI€’s motives and actions.]

from a normal person’s. The test is available for $5 from The Psychologica
Corp., a national test distributor, and from the
College of Business at the University of Tennesseg.

—

b) Swedish car-makers lost business in
America 15 years ago.

(@]

Each of the test's 25 questions has one answer
designed to appeal to the aggressive worker, whom
Mclintrye describes as a person who is cynical,
paranoid, has a short fuse, puts great importance avicintrye believes the test would have singled out
his own power, respect and dignity, has contempt fetichael McDermott, the 42-year-old software tester
authority, and who would rather get even than get who opened fire at a Wakefield, Mass., Internet

along. consulting firm on Dec. 26, killing seven co-workers
On pilot studies conducted over the last six years a@efore being subdued by police.

12 companies across the country and at the While McDermott had no prior criminal record,
university, the test, called “the conditional reasonintylcintyre says he mirrored the expected portrait of a
test of aggression,” worked “like a champ,” rage-prone employee. He was an uncommunicative
Mclntyre says. loner, his job performance had slipped, he had a

When he and James tracked more than 2,000 test-SPotty attendance record and he was grappling with
takers, they found that the applicants who had serious financial and personal problems, Mcintyre
consistently picked the aggressive answers had  Says.

performance problems on the job, including late  “If you were his co-worker, you might not have seen
arrivals, chronic absenteeism, walking off the job oit coming, but he’s the type of person our test was
arguing with co-workers and superiors. designed to identify,” he adds.




